CIVIL COURTS
suitors liberal facilities for appeal; and in Bengal, where the fullest advantage of them is taken, there are no less than thirty appeals to every hundred contested cases. Litigation absorbs so high a proportion of the surplus funds of the community that the legal profession is by far the most lucrative of callings. To it resorts practically all the intelligence of the middle classes which is not provided with an opening in the public services. In Bengal, even in country districts, the local bar is so strong and influential as to be a material factor for good or for evil in the sentiments with which the State is regarded by the people.
Juries are never employed in civil suits. They are, as already stated, empanelled for the trial of European British subjects, whether by magistrates, sessions judges or the High Courts; and the Criminal Procedure Code provides for their association with sessions judges in any areas which the Government considers to be sufficiently advanced to supply satisfactory jury lists. The Government has formed such a conclusion in the case of all the districts of the Madras presidency: but elsewhere only in the case of certain districts of Bengal, and certain towns in the United Provinces and Bombay. And in these areas juries are only empanelled for certain classes of cases. The verdict of a jury is determined by a majority and need not be unanimous; and, if the judge considers a verdict to be perverse he may withhold judgment, and submit the case to the High Court for orders. In areas where sessions judges are not assisted by juries, they sit with two Indian "assessors," as advisors, whose counsel, guided by their knowledge of Indian life and manners, may be exceedingly useful, but may be disregarded for reasons which must be placed upon the record.
The personnel of the Indian courts, criminal and civil, is for the most part Indian. Of the High Court judges, only a third may be appointed from the ranks of the
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